
Jazz, Rags, and Blues Festival – Additional Guidelines 

 An original copy of the score must be provided to the judges during the festival (no copies).  

Entrants may use legally produced scores from vendors such as CD Sheet Music provided they 

include the letter of permission that accompanies this music. In the case that a letter of 

permission is not available, a copy of the authorized use notice or receipt of purchase must be 

provided. 

JAZZ  REPERTOIRE 

 To Swing or not to Swing:   

 These styles usually not..... 

 Ballads (some but not all) 

 Rock (some but not all) 

 These styles almost never....... 

 Brazillian 

 Latin/Salsa 

 Funk 

 Fusion 

 Very fast Jazz 

 New Age 

 

 Many selections will indicate at the beginning near the tempo setting if the piece is swing 

or not 

 

 Arrangement or Not 

 If a piano solo is written by a composer specifically for piano it cannot be arranged by 

someone else as a piano solo for the festival; it cannot be used in the festival.    

 Examples:  Maple Leaf Rag by Joplin/ arr. Faber 

 Example :Take Five by Paul Desmond/ arr. Noona  

 If a vocal solo or solo for another instrument is arranged as a piano solo by a standard 

jazz composer in a standard jazz collection or sheet music it can be used.  These are 

usually Medium - Moderately Difficult and above.  

 Example:  Georgia On My Mind by Carmichael/Morris  

 Example:  Laura by Johnny Mercer/Shearing 

 An original  composition written by a composer or clinician as student literature  for 

music study at any level may be used in the festival if it follows the guidelines of the 

JRB Festival.   Students may not enter their own compositions. 

 Instruments other than piano and voice 

 Every  opportunity should be made to choose original repertoire or literature that has 

been arranged in the jazz idiom by standard jazz artist, composers or clinicians who 

write for students. 
 

 


